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HOW TO PRAY N

¥Men prey becsuse they feel the need of prsyer. Carlyle said: "Prayer is the netive and
deepest impulse of the soul." Men should learn how end know how to use this divinest end
most ommipotent of 21l God's gifts to men. "The effecturl fervent prayer of & righteous

men svaileth much." James 5:186. Prayer is our God-given weapon sgeinst Ssten, Yet, how
meny do not know reslly how to prey. Meny believe that preyer is the grestest force in
Christisn service and the most neglected force in Christian service. ot to pray is to fail,
and to pray aright is never to feil. Merely saying one's prayers is not preying. The busi-
ness of prayer has rules, znd by these rvles God zbides. How would God have us to pray?

i. Prey without hypocrisy.
ind when thou preyest, thou shalt not be ag thehypocrites are: for they love to pray
gtending in the synagogues and in the corners of tqe streets thet they may be seen of
men. Verily T say unto you, They heve their rewsrd., Mstthew 6:5, In prayer we must
not be anxious to be sesn or heard of men. At the éedkcatlon of Bunker Hill Monument
one of New Englsnd's prescher-orators prayed. £ Boston newspaper next dsy said, "It
wes one of the finest prayers ever delivered tc & Boston sudience.m

Hypoerisy is play acting. Prayer is not ascting a pert before God. God sees through
our pretense, Once Jesus refused to grant 2 sign on demsnd, 14 nA the FPharisees came
forth, and begen to question with him, seeking of him & sign from hesven, tempting
Him, And Fe sighed deeply in His spirit, 2nd salth, Vhy doth this generstion seek
after & sign? wverily I ssy unto you, There shell no sign be given unte ithils gerer-
ation.® Merk £:11-12., Once Jesus refused to give His credentials to those who opposed
Him. Bubt Jesus never refused an earnest request for physical or spirituel kelp, In
prayer, you sre dealing with God. You camnot deceive God. Preyer as prayed from
hypocritical hesrts 2nd lives of shem are 2s dust clounds that bring no rein -- or
empty wells from which no weter is drawn.

2., Pray sincerely. :
"In truth"® means Ysincerely,® or ”w1th reality." We must sincerely desire the things
for which we ask, : ’

3. Pray privatel
"But thou, when %hou.pravest enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shubt thy door,
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and Ehy Father which seeth in secret shell re-
werd thee openly.® Matthew 6:16. Shut out everything and everybody except God end you.
We need to get into the private place with God before we go into the publie place for
God., We need to hide ourselves with God before we show ourseives for God, Dr. £. C.
Dixon seid, "Prayer mey be public or privete, but it must always be secret in the sense
that it is 2 personal transsction between the soul and God."

4. Pray in feith.
¥But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh o God must be-
lieve that he is, and that he is a8 rewsrder of them that diligently seek him.©
Hebrews 11:6.

To the father of the demonizsc boy, Jesus said, "If thom canst believe, all things are
possible to him that believeth. And strazightwsy the father of the child cried ont,
end s2id with tears, lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." Mark 9:23-24.

&. Pray esrnestly.
6. Pray intelligently.

"Iet the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be acceptable in Thy
sight, O lLord, my strength, end my redeemer." Psalm 19:14.



7. Pray definitely,
Jesus teaches us to be definite in our preving. If we want sickness taken away, pray
for that d=finitely. "Whstsoever things you desire, pray for them!™ is what Jesus
ssid. "If we shall ask anything in my nzme, I will do it." We should not generalize
in vague petitions.

8. Pray with imoortunity.
hies means to prey with urgeney of recuest, te solicit persistently, to plead with
persistent entrestles, to be pressingly sclieitous.

9. Pray submissively.
_ We sre willing that God should answer in His own time and in His oun way. God may
keepr us waiting for 2 time. God loves us and knows what is best for us.

Submissively Jesus prayed in Gethsemane saying, "0 My Father, if it be pessible, let
this cup pass from me: nevertheless not ss I will, but as thov wilt." Mstthew 26:39,
Christ's main thought was Gocd's will. Submissive preying is endezvoring to make our
wills cooperative with His eternal good will,

"Hove Thine own way, Lord!
Have Thine cwn wey!
Thon art the Fotter,
1 z;m othe cley.
Movid me gnd roke me
ffver Thy will,
While I em waiting,
Yieided and still,

- Hove Thine owm way, Lord!
Have Thine own wayl

Seerch ms and try ne,

- Mester, Today!

Whiter then snow, Lord,
Weeh me just now, '

As in Thy presence
Hunbly I bow.

Have Thine own way, Lord!
Have Thine own way!l

Wounded and weary,
Heip me, I pray!

Power — 2ll power —-
Surely is Thine!

Touch me and heal me,
Saviour divine!

Have Thine own wey, lord!l
Heve Thine own way!

Hold o'er my being
Absoliute sway!

Fill with Thy Spirit
Till 211 shall see

Christ only, always,
Living in mei¥

10, Fray forgivingly.
Our love toward God is evidenced by our love towsrd others. Thet is why we are enjoined
to put away 2ll envies and Jeslousies when we approach the mercy seat. "ind when ye



et . | . -

stand preying, forgive, if ye have ought against eny: that your Father zlso which is
in heeven msy forgive you your trespesses. Bubt if ye do not forgive, neither shall
your Father which is in hesven forgive your trespasses.” -Mark 11:25-26,

11. Prey in the neme of Christ. : '
"If ve shell as¥ erything ir my neme, I will do it.® John 14:14. Repertedly Jesus
said, YAhide in Me.® This reans that if we went God to enswer our recuests, we must
live in Hip, We rmst put the wishes, snd eime, &nd purpeses of God first. There nust
be no selfish motive on cur psrt, but feith, edorsiion, sulmission, snd confidence.

12. Pray in sccordance with Cod's will.

13. Prey expectentliy.
The faith of expectancy is not just believing that God can do what we ask, but thet He

will do what we ask, provided it is for His glory, for the good of others, and for our
wltizate welfare.

14, Pray persistently.
For more than sixty years George Mueller praved for the conversion of two men. Une
f these men was converted a year before Mueller died, sand the other 2 yesr after

his desath.



